The comcallHiftorie of 
hee feekcs my life, his reafon well /know 5 
I oft deliucrd from his forfcyturcs 
many that hauc at times made mone to me, 
therefore he hates me. 
tail, I am fare the Duke will newer grant 

■this forfaitute to bold. • v. - 

osFn. The Duke cannot denie the courfe of law s 
for the commoditie that Grangers haue 
with vs in Venice, if it be denyed, 
will much impeach the iuftice of the Rate, 
fince that the trade and profit of the citty 
confiftcth of all Nations. Therefore goc, 
thefe griefes and lofies haue fo bated me 
that / lhall hardly fpare a pound of fiefh 
to morrow, to my bloody Creditor, 

Well Taylor on, pray God Bafamo come 
to fee me pay his debt, and then / care not. Eteem to 

Enter Portia, Ncntjfa, L^renKO, leffm, and a 
man of Torttas. 

Lor. Maddatn, althougli I fpeake it in your prefence, 
you haue a noble and a true conceits 
of god-like amitie, which appeares moft ftrcngly 
in bearing thus the abfence of your Lord . 

But if you knew to whom you fhow this honour, 
how true a gentleman you fend rclcefe, 
how deerc a louer of my Lord your husband, 

I know’youwouid be prouder of the workc 
then cuftoraaric bountic can enforce you. 

Tor. I neucr did repent for dooing good, 
nor fhall not now : for in companions 
that doe conuerfe and waft the time together, 
Yvhcfefoules doe bearc an egali yoke ofloue, 
there muft be needes a like proportion 
oflypiamcnts, of manners, and offpirit $ 
vvhich makes me tbinke that this tsiuthom 
beejng the bofome louer of my Lord, 
muft needes be like my Lord. If it be fo, 


the Merchant of V mice. 

How little is the coft I haue beftowed 
in purchafing the fembUncc of my foule J 
From out the ftate of hellifh cruelty. 

This comes too neere the praifmgofmy fclle, 

Therefore no more of it : heere other things 
Lorenfo I commit into your hands, 

The husbandry and mannage of my houfe, 

Vntill mv Lords returne : for mine owne part 
I haue toward heauen breath’d a fecret vowe, 

To liue in prayer and contemplation, 

Onclv attended by T^erriffaheetc, 

Vntill her husband and my Lords returne, 

There is a Monaftry two miles oft. 

And there we will abide. I doc dcui c you 

not to dcnic this impofition, 

the which my loue and fome nccellity 

now layes vpon you. 

Loren/. Madame, with all my hart, 

I (hall obey you in all faire commaunds. 

For. My people doe already know my mmd. 

And will acknowledge you zntfejjica 
in place of Lord 'Bafjanio and my felre. 

So far you well till we fhall meete againe. 

Lor. Faire thoughts and happy hourcs attend on you. 

Jejjt. /wilh your Ladifhip all harts content. 

*For. I thank you for your wifh, and am well pleaid 
to wilh it back on you : far you well Jejpea. 

Now 'Balthafer, as I haue euer found thee honelt true, 
So let me find thee Ml 5 take this fame letter, 
and vfe thou all eh’fndcuour of a man. 

In fpeede to Mantua, fee thou render this 
into my cofin hands Doftor TSelario, 

And looke what notes and garments he doth giue thee, 
bring them /pray thee with imagin’d fpeede 
vnto the Tranefi, to the common Ferric 
vvhich trades to Venice 5 waft no time in words 
but get thee gone, I fhall be there before thee. 

G. 


Exeunt, 


Baltba. 
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